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Under the terms of this agreement Russia and Germany promised, if either of them became involved in a war with a third great Power, to maintain a benevolent neutrality and to work for the localization of the conflict; this stipulation was not to apply to a war against France or Turkey resulting from a German or Russian attack (Article I). Germany recognized "the rights historically acquired" by Russia in the Balkans, "especially the legitimacy of her preponderant and decisive influence in Bulgaria and Eastern Rumelia"; no change in the Balkan territorial status quo was to take place without the consent of the contracting parties (Article II). The final article reiterated the provision of the alliance of the three emperors concerning the closure of the Straits. In an additional and highly secret protocol attached to the treaty, Germany undertook (1) to assist Russia "in reestablishing in Bulgaria a regular and legal government"; (2) not to countenance the restoration of Alexander of Battenberg; and (3) to accord Russia benevolent neutrality and moral and diplomatic support if the Russian emperor ''should find himself under the necessity of assuming himself the task of defending the entrance to the Black Sea/' that "key" to his empire. The "re-insurance" treaty, as the agreement of 1887 is usually known, was to remain in force for three years. From the standpoint of Russian imperialistic ambitions it was an advance over the treaties of 1881 and 1884. Bismarck had made important concessions to St. Petersburg in return for the promise of Russian neutrality in case of a Franco-Prussian war. No sacrifice of principles, however, was involved on his part. Throughout his long career Bismarck had consistently maintained that Germany had no direct interests in the Balkans and that the fate of Constantinople and the Straits was to her a matter of indifference.
In spite of the alliance, Russo-German relations deteriorated somewhat in 1887-1890, partly because of the increase in the German tariff on grain and partly because of the campaign against Russian funds indulged in by Berlin financiers, not without the connivance of Bismarck. Yet the two governments appeared to be satisfied with the treaty, and its renewal in 1890 was taken as a matter of course. Meanwhile tbe German situation had undergone important changes. The veBeiabJe Emperor William I died in March, 1888, his son and successor Frederick III followed him to the grave three months later, and in June, 1888? William II mounted the throne. The impression he made on Alexander III in the course of a state visit to Russia in July